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35 years of
...commitment to a more just and peace-filled world

...dedicated and creative colleagues

...faithful partners and supporters

...global solidarity



our mission
grounded in shared religious values and catholic social 
teaching, the center of concern works in solidarity with 
sisters and brothers throughout the world to eradicate 
poverty and marginalization.

by focusing on the transformation of inequitable  
structures and systems, the center promotes alternative 
institutions and processes to achieve authentically  
human and sustainable development, human rights,  
gender and racial equality and peace.

research, advocacy, theological reflection, education, 
coalition building and networking shape the  
center’s approach.



“an icon imaging the power of institutionalized justice,
the center of concern has served as an indefatigable  

conscience awakening the u.s. community to the  
imperatives of our times that cry out for justice.

for over 35 years the center of concern has demonstrated 
that indeed it is a most sagacious midwife: it has  

birthed strategies, coalitions and relationships that  
embody the transforming power of social goodness.” 

 
– Mary Daniel Turner, snd de n

Past Executive Director of Leadership  
Conference of Women Religious, retired.
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letter from the president
Dear Friends of the Center,

WE CELEBRATE YOU as we celebrate another milestone: 
35 years of hard work and significant achievements. 
PLEASE CELEBRATE WITH US!

Think back for a moment: 35 years ago there was little 
awareness in the Catholic community that work for justice 
is essential to our faith. There was little knowledge of the 
rich tradition of Catholic social thought. There were no 
networks of peace and justice commissions and centers such 
as we have now in dioceses and religious communities in the 
U.S. and around the world. Faith communities paid little 
or no attention to gender injustice or to the structural and 
systemic causes of racism and poverty. The U.S. church was 
just beginning to reach out across borders to discover what 
life was like for our sisters and brothers – and to discover 
the impact of our nation’s policies on them. There was little 
international collaboration by faith communities for policy 
advocacy in international institutions. 

The Center of Concern has played a significant role in 
every one of these developments over the last 35 years – as a 
leader and innovator, convening our friends and colleagues 
and coordinating our efforts, educating and organizing 
in pioneering ways. All the while, you, our friends and 
supporters, have been standing with us. Without your faith 
in us and our vision, and without your generous support, 
we would not be standing on the Center’s great record of 
achievement as we face the challenges obvious before us.

And the challenges are great – but, precisely because they 
are so great, they hold promise of a turn toward justice. 
More and more people and governments are recognizing 
that the current approaches to economic liberalization and 
democracy are failing tragically to achieve their promised 
results. It is a time of disillusion, calling for the type of vision 
and leadership, innovation and critical analysis, education 
and collaboration that marked the Center of Concern’s first 
35 years.

Thank you for helping to make the accomplishments of 
the last 35 years possible. We hope you will reflect on them 
and celebrate them with us gratefully. As the future opens 
before us, we hope you know how much we need you and 
are counting on you to stand with us as we embrace its new 
challenges. 

	 Thank you!

	 James E. Hug, SJ
	 President
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in the first years the center of concern:
Held hundreds of workshops and published popular resources on the links 
between faith, spirituality and justice which laid the foundations for networks of 
justice and peace commissions across the nation in response to the 1971 Bishops’ 
Synod on Justice in the World.

Introduced the voices of developing countries on justice issues to the U.S. public.

1974-76
Performed groundbreaking work on population issues in preparation for the 
World Population Conference in Bucharest.

Drafted the Appalachian Pastoral: This Land is Home to Me.

Participated in developing the content and process for the Catholic Bishops’  
Bicentennial “A Call to Action” conference in Detroit.

1977-1980
Coordinated the Interreligious Peace Colloquium; sponsored two international  
inter-faith seminars, and published two volumes entitled: World Faiths and the 
New World Order and Food/Energy and the Major Faiths.

Developed the pastoral circle process of experience/social analysis/theological  
reflection/corporate planning which led to the publication of Social Analysis:  
Linking Faith and Justice in 1980.

		

1981-85
Sponsored a number of conferences and publications on Religion and Labor and 
on Women in the Church.

Took a shared sabbatical that led the Center to greater attention to social and 
cultural issues including creation-centered theology and spirituality, liberation 
theology, and feminist critique.

Responded to the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Peace by publishing 
commentaries on the Pastoral drafts and participating in UN processes on  
Development and Disarmament.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

“the washington dc phone  

book lists 68 ‘centers for,’  

from the ‘center for applied  

linguistics’ ... to the ‘center  

for women and work,’  

followed by the ‘center of  

concern,’ which is presumably  

the focal point of  

worry in america.” 

William Safire
NY Times Magazine

August 12, 1979
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our rich past
highlights 1971 - 2006



“during these past fifteen  

years, the center of concern  

has made a major contribution  

to the church’s work on  

behalf of justice and peace,  

both in the united states  

and elsewhere. it has  

constantly reminded people  

of faith that they must also  

be people of concern. i offer  

the center my congratulations  

on the occasion of its fifteenth  

anniversary. i also challenge  

it to continue to struggle  

for a faith-filled social  

response to the human family’s  

many critical needs as we  

approach the third christian  

millennium. i pray that  

together we may help to build  

a world which will be shaped  

by justice and marked by peace.”

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin† 
On Center of Concern’s 15th Anniversary
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Began a decade of work on the justice dimensions of Health Care Ministry that 
resulted in the publication by the Center and the Catholic Health Association of 
Dimensions of the Healing Ministry in 1989.

Embarked on a series of Summer Institutes for religious professionals on contem-
porary issues of faith and justice.

Launched the American Catholic Lay Network (ACLN).

Originated a church center for hospitality and worship, the Karibu Center, at the 
World Conference on Women in Nairobi in collaboration with the World Coun-
cil of Churches.

Published popular education materials: In God’s Image, The Supper Table, I am 
Because We Are, and the first edition of Our Best Kept Secret.

Was acknowledged as the single most influential group outside the Bishops’ 
conference doing education and advocacy work on the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 
pastoral letter on the U.S. economy.

1986-90
Led the critiques of “Debt Swaps” as a new form of structural subordination 
and control of poor countries and provided leadership in the NGO efforts to 
end the Debt Crisis.

Focused attention on the challenges facing the nations of the Horn of Africa 
through multiple books, articles, op ed pieces and media appearances.

Sponsored and ran Training for Transformation workshops to train grassroots 
leaders across the U.S. and around the world in the work for social justice.

Provided a critical look at the welfare reform debate from the perspective of 
Catholic social thought in our writings.

Participated actively in the national Catholic debate on the role of women in the 
church; contributed to the dialogue between Catholicism and feminism.

1991-1995
Sponsored a series of four international dialogues – Catholic Social Teaching 
and Liberation Theology; Catholic Social Teaching and African Theology; 
Catholic Social Teaching and Asian Theology; and Catholic Social Teaching 
and Feminist Theology – as part of the celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
modern Catholic Social Teaching.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Sponsored and convened the Rethinking Bretton Woods Conference (RBW) 
to promote institutional reform in the international financial institutions; pub-
lished an influential Conference Report and five volumes of conference papers.

Led a new international Catholic advocacy effort at UN global conferences on 
Social Development and Women.

1996-2000
Developed a Center research agenda on trade policy issues following the found-
ing of the World Trade Organization (WTO).

Initiated an international Strategic Planning Seminar through the Center’s 
Gender and Trade Project which launched the International Gender and 
Trade Network (IGTN).

Assumed the Chair of the Executive Committee of Jubilee 2000-USA and 
provided leadership for the movement.

Produced two popular adult education resources entitled Catholic Social Teach-
ing and Human Rights and Celebrate Jubilee Justice. 

Co-initiated and chaired the Interfaith Working Group on Trade and  
Investment (IWG).

2001-06
Convened a meeting of New York and Washington, D.C.-based NGOs to 
facilitate more effective collaboration among the groups in order to influence 
policies being addressed at the UN Conference on Financing for Development.

Co-sponsored the Agribusiness Accountability Initiative (AAI) to address the 
disproportionate and negative impact of transnational agri-food corporations 
on consumers and producers; launched www.agribusinessaccountability.org as 
a clearing house for relevant research and policy information.

Launched the Education for Justice (EfJ) website to provide high-quality, 
popular education materials on social justice issues for teachers, diocesan and 
parish social ministers, religious communities, and more. 

Participated in the inauguration of the International Jesuit Network for  
Development (IJND) and assumed direction of its Communications Center 
for a three year period.

•

•

•
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“for myself, i continue to  

think of the founding of  

the center in 1971 as the 

most difficult and enjoyable  

mission of my jesuit life.  

i know from my last visits  

with father pedro arrupe,  

the great charismatic  

jesuit general who launched  

the center, that it remained  

close to his heart even on  

his death bed. it is with great  

joy and gratitude that i  

congratulate the center of  

concern on its 35th birthday  

for continuing to hold its  

challenging torch high.”

William F. Ryan, SJ
Founding Director of the Center of Concern

Ottawa, Canada
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Provided significant leadership in documenting the counterproductive effects 
on developing nations resulting from “trade liberalization as the only path to 
development” approach by international financial institutions and the WTO. 

Published World Food Security: A Catholic View of Food Policy in the New  
Millennium.

Received InterAction’s Mildred Leet Award for the Advancement of Women.

Opened the IGTN/Center of Concern office in Geneva, Switzerland, to  
monitor the WTO and serve the IGTN Network and its allies.

Participated in the WTO Ministerial Meetings in Cancun, Mexico and Hong 
Kong, and published educational and advocacy materials related to its work.

Served on the Trade Advisory Group of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance of 
the World Council of Churches (EAA).

Expanded AAI to Europe, Latin America, and Asia; held international  
meetings to coordinate research and campaign activities.

Elected to Associate Membership in CIDSE, an alliance of 15 Catholic  
Development organizations from Europe and North America, with partners 
in more than 100 nations.

Initiated consultations in four regions of the U.S. on gender, privatization, 
deregulation and trade to examine the impact of U.S. economic policies on 
women, families and communities in poverty at the local level.

Formed a research group of feminist economists to analyze gender and trade 
and the U.S. economy.

Sponsored several multi-stakeholder consultations on systemic issues of debt 
and the debt-trade linkage. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

“ ‘to effect a change in society  

one must have perseverance’ –  

so said one of the old capuchin  

friars to me when i arrived in  

milwaukee in 1977. that

friar had spent his whole life 

working in the city’s poorest  

neighborhoods. the center of  

concern continues to teach us  

this same truth as it celebrates  

35 years of service for justice  

and peace, and we are grateful.” 

Rembert Weakland, OSB
Archbishop of Milwaukee, retired

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
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the center project
president: 
James E. Hug, SJ 
administration and communication: 
Candy Warner, Anne Dougherty, Beth Shainin, OCD,  
and Sharmaine Chamberlain
development: 
Nilufar Choudhury, Bob Lyon

leader
Has effectively offered its prophetic voice for social and economic justice for 35 
years in ecumenical and interfaith collaboration. 

Is a recognized and respected leader and partner among progressive faith-based 
and secular organizations and social movements for its structural and systemic 
analysis, education, and advocacy agenda.

Brings the richness of the Center’s work to national and international net-
works: including CIDSE, the International Jesuit Network for Development 
(IJND), the Ignatian Solidarity Network and Catholics in Alliance for the 
Common Good.

Promotes Center of Concern, its mission and resources to dioceses, parishes, 
faith groups, religious communities and organizations throughout the U.S. 

innovator 
Guided the Center reorganization and renewal through staff transitions and a 
difficult financial time for non-profit organizations in the U.S. 

Continued its pioneering use of the internet. The Center’s new web site design 
allows for better integration of all its web sites and for further integration of the 
Center’s policy work with its promotion of Catholic Social Teaching.

“the center of concern has 

been a source of truth, 

a beacon of hope and a 

catalyst for justice in 

post-conciliar catholicism. 

best wishes in a new and 

challenging century.”

J. Bryan Hehir
President of Catholic Charities 

and Cabinet Secretary for Social 
Services, Archdiocese of Boston

Boston, Massachusetts

the tradition continues 
highlights 2005 - 2006



Instituted a monthly donor program for individual donors to contribute to the 
Center’s work and to facilitate a dependable monthly income for the Center.

Expanded the Center of Concern’s Partners’ Campaign to include our many 
lay colleagues who, along with religious communities, form a solid core of  
supporters committed to the long-term needs of the Center to ensure the  
quality of its work for justice and peace.

coordinator and collaborator 
Serves the Board of Directors by facilitating the committee structures and  
supporting Board engagement in fund raising, good governance for the Center, 
and marketing. 

communicator
Expanded the Center online presence through a redesigned and reorganized web 
site. The site includes an expanded online subscription center giving subscribers 
control over the information they receive. A new subscriber contact program 
provides immediate connection to the Center as well. Changes in Center Focus, 
the Center’s newsletter online, make it easier for subscribers to help spread Center 
messages. 

educator 
Presented workshops to a wide variety of audiences, including Catholic  
Charities USA Annual Conference; the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate  
Word in San Antonio, TX; American Catholic Colleges and Universities Peace and 
Justice Division; Ecumenical Advocacy Days; Jesuit Tertians; St. John’s  
Parish in Naples, FL; the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine, FL; LCWR Region 
VI; EfJ Solidarity Retreat; and Cordaid, in the Hague, the Netherlands.

“center of concern is a 

unique treasure of the 

catholic church. driven 

by deep compassion for the

 poor and guided by a vision 

embedded in the rich 

tradition and experience 

of catholic social teaching, 

it provides cutting edge 

analysis and true leadership 

on global justice issues 

that are key to our catholic 

faith. cidse is proud to 

have center of concern 

as a member.”

Christiane Overkamp
Secretary General, CIDSE

Brussels, Belgium

1234
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education for justice  
project (efj)
staff: 
Jane Deren and Jill Rauh 

leader
EfJ has been a trail blazer in developing varied and creative resources to lead  
everyday Catholics, educators, parish ministers and community leaders in the  
process of faith-based reflection and analysis on the many justice issues facing  
the world today.

convener 
Gathered EfJ members from around the U.S. for a Spirituality of Solidarity  
Seminar/Retreat to provide an effective renewal and formation experience.  
In addition to lectures and meeting with social justice groups, EfJ members  
had an opportunity to create materials for their respective ministries and to  
contribute feedback to the EfJ staff for improving their materials.

innovator 
Utilizes the internet to realize Pope John Paul II’s call for “Catholics involved in 
social communication to preach the truth of Jesus ever more boldly using all new 
technologies available.” Offers a marketplace for the best in new social justice 
popular education resources as well as a library of outstanding resources created 
during the past five years (www.educationforjustice.org).

coordinator and collaborator
Initially convened, and continues to coordinate, the Catholic Collaborative for Jus-
tice Education, a group of Catholic organizations who develop materials on justice 
and peace work. The Collaborative includes the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development and Department of Social Justice and World 
Peace, Catholic Relief Services, Center of Concern, Georgetown Center for Liturgy, 

“for almost two generations, 

the center of concern has 

been working to demonstrate 

that faith and justice are 

inseparable. i have an 

ever deepening admiration 

for this organization and 

its inspiring witness to 

the justice vision of 

the second vatican council.”

Robert F. Drinan, SJ
Professor, Georgetown Law Center

Washington, DC



Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, National Catholic Education  
Association, and NETWORK, a Catholic Social Justice Lobby.

educator
Presented workshops on education for justice across the U.S., including a presence 
at the East Coast Religious Education Conference; the Social Ministry Convocation 
in Baltimore, MD; the National Catholic Education Conference training days for 
religious educators in Florida; and the Ignatian Solidarity Network’s Social Justice 
and Social Change day in Washington, DC.

communicator
Provides thousands of pages of resources on more than fifty justice topics through 
the EfJ website. These are available for downloading and replication.

Produces a bi-weekly newsletter for subscribers announcing new postings on the 
EfJ website. 

Reaches some 2700+ educators across the country and increasingly, across the 
globe, who use EfJ materials to inspire the people they serve in churches, schools 
and communities.

“. . . the most useful site on  

the internet, and a ready  

resource for prayers,  

lectionary readings, catholic  

social teaching, background  

reports and many other  

documents that have  

proven their value.” 

Robert Walz, EfJ Subscriber
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agribusiness accountability 
initiative project (aai)
staff: 
Peter O’Driscoll, Kathy McNeely, and Martin McLaughlin (Adjunct)

leader
The Agribusiness Accountability Initiative is a truly global and valued  
network of farm, labor, environmental, consumer, faith-based and development 
organizations.

convener 
Organized existing regional networks on agriculture into the Asia-Pacific Forum 
including the Asia-Pacific Network for Food Sovereignty, Institute for Agriculture 
and Trade Policy, International Federation of Catholic Rural Movements, Asia 
Gender and Trade Network, Rice Watch and Action Network, and TNC 
Watch. The Forum agreed to support Asia-Pacific AAI as an open forum for 
communications and information, and as a resource for linking initiatives and 
struggles in confronting agri-food corporations and monopolistic systems. 

coordinator
Supported and coordinated “The Global Food System: A Research Agenda”  
developed by researchers gathered in Paris in January 2005 and in Hertfordshire, 
UK, May 2005 (www.agribusinessaccountability.org/page/374/1). Supported the 
development of Market Share Matrix (www.marketsharematrix.org). 

communicator
Launched the Revolving Door Working Group (RDWG), a network of 18 
organizations promoting ethics in public service.  RDWG released a report 
proposing an aggressive set of lobbying and ethics reforms to challenge U.S. 
corporate influence on public policy. The report was endorsed by Senator Russ 
Feingold (D-WI) and Representative Marty Meehan (D-MA) and read into the 
Congressional Record, February 1, 2006 (www.revolvingdoor.info).

“the center of concern, 

through its dedicated 

and unfaltering fight 

for justice and promotion 

of an ethics-based approach 

to social and economic 

issues, has contributed 

enormously to establishing 

solidly grounded, truly 

effective international 

development cooperation  

efforts. we must all be 

extremely grateful to it.” 

Oscar de Rojas
Director of the Financing for  

Development Office
United Nations Department of  

Economic and Social Affairs
New York, NY



Participated in the preparations for and conduct of a three-hour teleconference 
of the U.S. Committee on World Food Day. World Food Day is an annual event 
which highlights the issues of hunger in the world. Over 450 organizations and a 
number of international dignitaries participated in the teleconference.

Hosted over 7,000 visits a month on average to its website during 2006  
(www.agribusinessaccountability.org), and sent its electronic bulletin  
on a regular basis to over 1100 recipients. 

“Ordinary Farmers Blameless,” Letter to the Editor, Washington Post,  
August 1, 2005.

“How the Food System Works,” Letter to the Editor, National Catholic  
Reporter, July 14, 2006.

educator
Conducted a workshop on “Corporate Control of the Food System” with AAI 
Latin American Partners at the World Social Forum in Caracas, Venezuela (Janu-
ary 2006).

Presented a workshop on “How Big Business Benefits from the Agriculture and 
GATS Agreements” at the World Trade Organization 6th Ministerial in Hong 
Kong (December 2005).

Postscript: In April 2006, AAI moved its Secretariat to the National Catholic Rural Life 
Conference, the co-sponsor of the Initiative.

“the center of concern is  

a remarkable institution  

that sparks in each of us  

the urge to seek justice  

and peace through our  

beliefs and actions.”

Mary Robinson
Executive Director

Ethical Globalization Initiative 
New York, NY
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rethinking bretton woods 
project (rbw)
staff: 
Aldo Caliari

leader
The Rethinking Bretton Woods Project is recognized as a trusted resource on the 
issues of debt, global governance, human rights in international economic policy, 
and trade-finance linkages by intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions, as well as governments, foundations and media.

coordinator and collaborator 
Initiated and coordinates the International Working Group on Trade-Finance 
Linkages which engages participants from over 250 organizations and networks.

Organized two Regional Strategy Seminars on Trade-Finance Linkages in Peru 
(October 2005) and Malaysia (June 2006) to establish a sustained input of Southern 
voices in the agenda-setting and priorities of the International Working Group.

Convenes the CIDSE/CI Working Group on Global Governance with the mandate 
to promote the reform of institutions and to ensure that venues for international 
policy-making have human rights as a central imperative. The Working Group 
organized a Consultation Workshop in Zambia which brought together strategic 
partners from the North and the South (June 2006). 

Co-moderates the Working Group on Trade, Finance and Investment of the Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights Network.

educator and expert
Invited to present its research and analysis in a variety of settings including:

Wilton Park and Finnish Institute of International Affairs Roundtable
Helsinki Process on Globalization and Democracy

•
•

“i have been particularly 

impressed over the years by 

both the values and 

commitment of coc staff 

i have known and their 

ability to link complex and 

seemingly separate issues such 

as trade, debt and global 

development finance  

comprehensively. i would like 

to congratulate center of 

concern in its 35th year and 

hope that it will continue its 

steadfast pursuit of justice 

and peace – which remains  

more elusive in our troubled  

world than ever.” 

Kamal Malhotra
United Nations Development Program

Personal Testimony
New York, NY



UBUNTU World Campaign for In-Depth Reform of the System of  
International Institutions
UNCTAD Expert Meeting on Debt Sustainability and Development  
Strategies
Spanish Parliamentarians Study Commission on Reform and Democratization 
of the International Financial Institutions
German Parliamentarians of the Green Party 
Jubilee USA Network: Coordinating Committee Member 
International Financial Institutions – Latin American Monitor: Advisory 
Board Member

	

Organized and participated in panel discussions on debt, trade, sustainability, and 
human rights during the annual meetings of the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (September 2005 and April 2006). 

Arranged for and was one of the speakers on a panel on “Human Development 
Approach to Debt Sustainability” at the Spring Meetings of the World Bank in 
Washington, DC. This approach gained the cooperation and co-sponsorship of 
AFRODAD, LATINDAD, EED, EURODAD, Jubilee USA, and CIDSE/CI, key 
debt relief networks. 

communicator
Sends out bi-weekly e-bulletins alerting the International Working Group on 
Trade-Finance Linkages of new resources and new developments in the field.

“If trade openness is not an automatic good then World Bank reports can be as-
sessed in a novel way,” Letter to the Editor, Financial Times, March 28, 2006.

“Self-insurance by poorer nations is not a positive sign,” Letter to the Editor, Fi-
nancial Times, January 12, 2006.

“Developing countries are right to be cynical,” Letter to the Editor, Financial 
Times, October 24, 2005.

•

•

•

•
•
•

“the center of concern  

works like a beaver, digging  

into the reality of today’s  

world, bringing to light  

instances of injustice in  

matters of global  

governance. its commitment  

to justice backed by analysis  

and networking skills have  

been of great value to  

the south centre.” 

Yash Tandon
Executive Director, South Centre

Geneva, Switzerland
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“it is not often that a u.s. 

organization finds a way of 

working with people from 

developing countries in a 

way that reflects the  

respect and commitment  

to social justice required  

if elements of domination  

and condescension are to  

be avoided. the center  

has found that way and  

i feel privileged to be  

part of this team.”

Peggy Antrobus
DAWN

Board Member, Center of Concern
Barbados

global women’s project: gender, 
trade and development (gtd)
staff: 
Maria Riley, OP, Alexandra Spieldoch, and Kristin Sampson 

leader
The Global Women’s Project, Gender, Trade and Development(GTD) was a 
pioneer in initiating the International Gender and Trade Network (IGTN) in 1999 
and a pioneer in handing over the leadership to the Latin American Gender and 
Trade Region in 2006.

innovator 
With the movement of the IGTN Secretariat to Rio, GTD, in continuity with its 
past, is in the process of reinventing itself by developing strategic partnerships with 
local and regional community-based groups working on local issues. These part-
nerships will analyze local issues through the lens of national and global economic 
policy with the goal of creating economic and social change that brings greater 
economic opportunity and enhanced civic participation for all at the community, 
national and global levels. 

coordinator and collaborator 
Organized IGTN activities at the WTO Hong Kong Ministerial, published the 
IGTN advocacy document, developed and distributed over 500 media kits, sent 
out periodic reports to our constituencies, produced press releases, ran daily brief-
ings on the process of the Ministerial, and facilitated and collaborated in a series of 
workshops during the Ministerial (December 2006).

Co-Chairs the Interfaith Working Group on Trade and Investment. Collaborated 
in its activities including the Ecumenical Advocacy Days, a congressional prayer 
breakfast in the lead-up to the vote on the DR-Central American Free Trade 
Agreement, as well as in developing reflection materials for distribution during 
Trade Justice Week (April 2006). 



1234

“unifem joins in celebrating  

the center of concern’s  

35 years of commitment to  

improving conditions for  

poor and marginalized people  

in all parts of the world.  

the work on peace and  

justice, which combines  

religious faith with a solid  

analysis of globalization  

and its structural  

inequalities, has won the  

center a high degree of  

credibility with both civil  

society groups and the faith  

community—enabling them  

to open doors to policy circles  

for those working to promote  

economic and social justice,  

both at home and abroad.”

Noeleen Heyzer
Executive Director

United Nations Development  
Fund for Women (UNIFEM)

New York, NY

Participates in the CIDSE/CI Trade and Food Security Working Group and  
collaborated on its paper on Gender Advocacy.

Coordinates the U.S. Gender and Trade Region and facilitated the work of the 
Research Associates who produced two papers:

“Gender and Trade in North America: Building a Research Agenda”  
by Smriti Rao, Bates College  

“State Level Gender Trends in Exports, Imports and Employment Changes”  
by Ramya M. Vijaya, Stockton University.

educator
Challenged assumptions and spurred new thinking in presentations by staff mem-
bers to a wide variety of settings nationally and internationally. In addition to col-
laborating in the workshops at the Hong Kong WTO Ministerial, GTD participat-
ed in workshops at the AWID (Association for Women’s Rights in Development) 
Conference in Bangkok (November 2005), as well as a conference on gender and 
trade sponsored by the City University of Hong Kong (August 2005). Audiences 
in the U.S. ranged from college students in Baltimore, MD and South Bend, IN to 
educators and activists in Adrian, MI; Seattle, WA; Portland, OR; and Newark, 
NJ; and justice activists in Naples, FL and Washington, DC.

communicator
Increased the distribution of the monthly IGTN e-bulletin to over 900  
recipients.

Had its press releases during the Hong Kong WTO Ministerial picked up and 
used by several news services, including Forbes on Line.

•

•
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signs of our times

challenges
The continuing struggle for just global systems and structures against  
vested interests.
Global and national security – political, economic, social, cultural, and  
personal.
Diminished role of government – the privatization of the public sector and  
the loss of accountability to citizens.
Breakdown of social contracts between governments and their people; loss  
of cultural identity and values.
Corporate concentration of resources and power.

opportunities
UN Reform Process.
International Financial Institutions searching for their mission.
Growing disillusionment with the neo-liberal global trade agenda.
Subtle shifting of power balances within institutions.
Global Social Movements.
Reassertion of the essential role of government.
A Catholic public eager for information about the Church’s social mission.

new questions and debates
How are international relations, institutions and systems to be governed in this 
globalizing world?
What kind of global trading system will promote a global community supported 
by pro-development market systems, economic justice, social development and 
ecological sustainability?
What should be the ethical framework for U.S. international policy?
What is in the best national interest of the U.S.? How should the “national 
interest” of the U.S. be defined?
How can the issues of immigration, civil rights and security in the context of 
the “war on terrorism” be addressed?

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

“35 years of bringing hope to  

people - that’s one way i  

would describe the work  

of the center of concern.  

hope for a better world,  

with better people working  

for better conditions for  

all, especially the poor.  

those who give hope to  

the present are builders of  

the future. may the center  

of concern continue to  

build that future!”

Peter Henriot, SJ
Jesuit Centre for Theological Reflection

Lusaka, Zambia
 

the future holds promise
our work continues



center of concern contributions
Catalyst 

Critical analysis of the “signs of our times” relative to trade, finance, gender 
and racial equality, poverty, corporate abuse, and global governance.
Advocacy tools for alternative structures and policies.
EfJ resources for schools, parishes, religious communities and others.
Mechanisms for greater connectivity among peoples through technology.

Conduit 
Connecting progressive people of faith to share ideas and resources.
Building networks of diverse stakeholders to tackle complex issues and  
powerful institutions.
Fostering change from the base of our communities.
Expanding the leadership and voice of the progressive faith community,  
especially on global economic justice issues.
Facilitating an educated and active Catholic public committed to the  
Church’s social mission for justice and peace.
Mentoring the new generation of leaders for these changing times.
Influencing the new generation of thinkers.
Being a source of hope for our constituencies.
Participating in and strengthening social movements and coalitions  
with shared vision and values.

Focusing Agendas
Foreign Policy, in particular trade, debt, peace and security
Immigration
Human Rights
Environment
Food Sovereignty
Social Contracts
Health Care
Living Wage
Budget and Fiscal Responsibility

	
Tools for our Work

Networking and coalition building
Strategic partnering
Technology including websites, e-mails, blogging, and podcasts
Education for Justice web-based resources
Media outreach
On-line Center of Concern store

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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“congratulations to  

the center of concern  

on its 35th year of service  

in the cause of peace with  

justice, equality and love.  

the center is committed,  

reliable and steadfast in  

its support of women’s social  

and economic empowerment  

and the right of the peoples  

of the south to choose the  

appropriate paths to their  

development. the staff of  

coc and its work are a lived  

experience of catholic  

social teaching that has been  

inspiring to me personally  

and professionally. i can  

only hope for 35 plus more  

years of coc on this planet.”

Mariama Williams
IGTN

Jamaica

1234
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financial statement 2005 - 2006

support and revenue	
  Contributions		                     493,776
  Grants			                      504,222
  Sales			        		            65,530
  Investment / Interest 	       	           14,347
  Other Income		      	          13,209
  total revenue	                           $1,091,084

expenses	
  Management			             77,765
  Fundraising			             81,050
  Program Cost		                     912,280  
  total revenue	                           $1,071,095
  net surplus			             19,989
	
	



donors 2005 – 2006*

The Center of Concern gratefully acknowledges all our donors for their generous and faithful support.  
Without you, we could not do all that we do. Thank You.

$50,000 and above
Ford Foundation

HIVOS

N(o)vib 

$20,000 - $49,999
Anonymous

CCFD

European Commission

Maryland Province, Society of Jesus

Moriah Fund

Oxfam America 

SCN Ministry Fund

Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, OH

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word,  
   Houston, TX

UN Foundation
			 

$10,000 - $19,999
Sexton Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Adrian Dominican Sisters

ASC Foundation

CAFOD

Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL

Hospital Sisters of the Third Order of St.  
   Francis, IL

Judy and John Hushon

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

Mercedarian Missionaries of Berriz, Italy 

New York Province, Society of Jesus

Oblate Sharing Fund

Barbara and John Schubert 

Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
   Dubuque, IA

Sisters of St. Joseph, Orange, CA

Sisters of Providence, Spokane, WA

Candy and Dennis Warner 
			 

$1,000 - $4,999 
Anonymous

Jacqueline and William Brennan

Anne and James Broderick 

Capuchin Fathers, Province of St. Joseph,  
   Detroit, MI	

California Province, Society of Jesus

Chicago Province, Society of Jesus

Rev. Ronald C. Chochol

Colette and Stan Corwin

Helen S. Curry

Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de  
   Paul, CA

Marilyn and Thomas Donnelly 

James Ewens

Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, NY

Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual  
   Help, St. Louis, MO

Randolph and Mafalda French

Grace and Larry Gorenflo

David and Judy Grissmer

Grove Creek Fund

Margaret and Thomas Hayes

Dorothy Hug

Jesuit Community of the Vatican  
   Observatory, Tucson, AZ

Robert Jones, CM

Francis Lehar

Leonard Neale House Jesuit Community

Little Company of Mary Sisters, Evergreen  
   Park, IL

Loretto Community Special Needs Fund,  
   St. Louis, MO

Jane Love

Marianist Sharing Fund

Paddy and Martin McLaughlin

Sr. Mary McMahon, GNSH

Missouri Province, Society of Jesus 

Nova Catholic Community, Alexandria, VA

The PAX Community, Arlington, VA

Suzanne Polen	

Michael J. Reilly

Pat and Mary Ryan

Racine Dominicans Mission Fund	

“if the only prayer you say in your lifetime is thank you, it is enough.”
– Meister Eckhart, OP



Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph,  
   Kingston, Ont.

Saint Joseph Foundation, Concordia, KS

Pat and Charles Schehl

Sylvia and John Schmitt

Margaret L. Shainin

School Sisters of Notre Dame, Towson, MD

School Sisters of Notre Dame, St. Louis, MO

Irene T. Schulze

Sisters of Charity, Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine,  
   Richfield, OH

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word,  
   San Antonio, TX

Sisters of Mercy Health System,  
   St. Louis, MO

Sisters of St. Francis of Colorado Springs, CO

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet,  
   Los Angeles, CA

Sisters of St. Joseph of Wichita, KS

Sisters of the Precious Blood, Dayton, OH

Sisters of the Presentation, New  
   Windsor, NY

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary, Monroe, MI

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary, Scranton, PA

St. Columban’s Foreign Missions, St.  
   Columbans, NE

St. Francis Xavier Parish, St. Louis, MO

Most Rev. Walter F. Sullivan, Bishop  
   Emeritus of Richmond, VA

Most Rev. Joseph M. Sullivan, Auxiliary  
   Bishop of Brooklyn, NY, Retired

Joan Urbanczyk

$500 - $999
Peggy Antrobus 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Arrupe Jesuit Residence, Seattle, WA

Bellarmine College Preparatory Jesuit  
   Community, San Jose, CA

Bishop of Savannah, Savannah, GA

Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration,  
   Clyde, MO

Vincent Cushing, OFM

Dominican Sisters of Great Bend, KS

Ruth and Mark Dundon

Franciscan Friars, Gemelli House,  
   Silver Spring, MD 

Alfred and Sally Galiani

Jude and Raymond Huetteman

Elizabeth A. Hug

Gerald F. Kegler

Marilu and Tim MacCarthy

Mary Lou and Kenneth Melley

Lois and Bob Merrill

Missionhurst CICM

Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters,   
   Huntington, IN

Premonstratensian Fathers – Norbertines,  
   De Pere, WI

Saint John Vianney Congregation,  
   Brookfield, WI

Carl and Elise Siebentritt

Sisters of Christian Charity, Wilmette, IL

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, KS 

Sisters of Mercy, St. Louis, MO

Sisters of the Holy Cross, Notre Dame, IN

Sisters of the Humility of Mary, Villa  
   Maria, PA

Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother, Broken  
   Arrow, OK

Sisters of Providence, Holyoke, MA

Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Cross,  
   Green Bay, WI

Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace,  
   Washington, DC

Sisters of St. Joseph, Philadelphia, PA	

Society of the Precious Blood, Dayton, OH

Alexandra Spieldoch and Brian D.  
   Huntington

St. Ignatius Church, San Francisco, CA

St. Mark Catholic Church, Vienna, VA

St. Matthias Parish, Milwaukee, WI

St. Michael’s Parish Christian Service,  
   Sterling Heights, MI		

USF Jesuit Community, San Francisco, CA

Wheaton Franciscan Sisters, Wheaton, IL

Ambassador Jean Wilkowski

Xaverian Brothers Schools, Baltimore, MD

*This list acknowledges gifts received between  
July 1, 2005 and June 30, 2006. Contributions 
received after that time will be listed in the  
2007 Annual Report.		

We also wish to thank all other faithful 
friends of the Center whose donations add up 
to substantial and essential support. 



board and staff 2005 – 2006

board of directors
Peggy Antrobus			    
Past General Coordinator, DAWN

Jacques Baudot 
International Civil Servant, United Nations, 
retired

Nancy Bramlage, SC		   
Executive Councilor, Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati

Helen Marie Burns, RSM 
Vice-president for Mission Integration, Mt. 
Aloysius College

Jeff Chojnacki, SJ			    
Provincial, New York Province, Society of Jesus

Vincent Cushing, OFM			 
President Emeritus, Washington Theological 
Union

Maureen Fay, OP			    
President Emeritus, University of Detroit Mercy

James E. Hug, SJ                                  
Ex Officio

John Hushon			    
Past President, El Paso Energy International

Judy Hushon 
President, Chemical Consulting Associates

Kenneth Melley			    
National Education Association, retired

Dominique Peccoud, SJ	  
Special Advisor, External Relations and  
Partnerships, International Labor Organization

Walter Sullivan, DD	  
Bishop Emeritus of Richmond, VA

staff
James E. Hug, SJ	  
President

Maria Riley, OP	  
Coordinator, Global Women’s Project

Mariama Williams	  
Adjunct Associate, International Gender and  
Trade Network

Alexandra Spieldoch	  
Senior Researcher, Global Women’s Project

Kristin Sampson	  
Communications Coordinator, International 
Gender and Trade Network and Global 
Women’s Project

Aldo Caliari	  
Director, Rethinking Bretton Woods Project

Peter O’Driscoll	  
Director, Agribusiness Accountability Initiative

Kathy McNeely	  
Associate Director, Agribusiness Accountability 
Initiative

Martin McLaughlin	 
Adjunct Associate, Agribusiness Accountability 
Initiative

Jane Deren 
Director, Education for Justice Project

Jill Rauh	  
Program Assistant, Education for Justice Project

Nilufar Choudhury	 
Director of Development

Bob Lyon	 
Direct Mail and Donor Outreach Coordinator

Candy Warner	  
Director, Administration, Finance and  
Marketing

Anne Dougherty	  
Communications Manager and Assistant to the 
President/ Director of Communications and 
Administration

Beth Shainin, OCD	  
Office Manager

Sharmaine Chamberlain	  
Receptionist (part-time)

Rajiv Desai, CPA	  
Accountant (part-time)

Bill Howells	  
Computer Consultant (part-time)





“the sisters of mercy of the americas congratulate  
past and present leaders and colleagues of the center  

of concern. for thirty-five years the center has  
created partnerships and invited many to a profound  

and action-oriented integration of the gospel and  
catholic social teaching in everyday life. a just  

society is nurtured by people of mercy, peace  
and courage. may these be your anniversary gifts  

for your work in the coming years.”  
 

– Mary Waskowiak, RSM
President, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

Silver Spring, MD
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1225 otis street, ne  •  washington, dc 20017  
202 635 2757  •  202 832 9494 fax 
coc@coc.org  •  www.coc.org

The Center of Concern is a tax-exempt non-profit organization engaged in 
research, education and policy advocacy. The Center works to advance more 

just, sustainable and authentically human development for all, especially 
for the marginalized and those in poverty. Its long term goal is to use all 
its analytic, advocacy, educational and networking skills and resources 
to promote greater social and economic justice and the transformation 

of inequitable structures and systems. Its current program areas include 
Rethinking Bretton Woods, Engendering Economic and Social Justice, 

Agribusiness Accountability Initiative and Education for Justice.


