


Human Trafficking — Modern
[Slavery

Over 4 million persons trafficked a
year — U.N. estimate

A 7 to 10 billion dollar a year illegal
Industry

Third largest illegal industry in the
world following drugs and arms sales



Economic and Social Context

Globalization

Global economic integration
Trade Liberalization
Foreign Investment
Economic Liberalization
Tax Policy
Weaken Role of Government

De(re)regulation of financial sectors —
banking, insurance, investment



[Globalization con'’t

Technology

Communications — internet, cell
phones, electronic banking

Transportation

Effect — the opening of borders to
the free flow of capital, goods
and services

But not labor



[Winners and Losers

Winners — primarily the industrialized
nations — U.S., EU, Japan, Canada,
etc. and about 10 of the larger
developing economies, Brazil, India,
China, etc.

Losers — the majority of the developing
countries in Africa, Asia/Pacific,
Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Middle
East



Outcomes

The majority of countries
experience
Increased and deeper poverty

Changing patterns in the labor market
and forms of labor

Social and economic dislocation

Internal and external wars and
conflicts over resources — oil, water,
land



[Outcomes con't

Outward migration

Direction of migration is from the
Impoverished societies to the more
affluent societies — U.S., EU, Australia

Direct link exists between recent trade
agreements — NAFTA, CAFTA — and
Increased migration from Mexico and
Central America to the U.S. and Canada



Massive Migrations of Peoples

Internal Migration
Rural to urban areas

Lack of housing — growth of
slums

Inadequate essential human
services

Lack of employment
Cross-Border Migration
Seeking ways to survive
Employment
Opportunities for their children



[ Push/Pull Factors

Push

Poverty

Civil and ethnic
conflict

Wars
Desperation
Unemployment



[Push/PuII Factors con’t

Pull

Aspirations for a
better future for
the family

Employment
opportunities

Remittances
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[U. S. Responses

Political

Migrants viewed as defenseless victims —
possible refugee or asylum status

Migrants viewed as laborers making dual
contributions to U.S. and home country —
possible guest worker program or
documentation/citizenship

Migrants viewed as security threats —
national security or job security — 700
mile walll
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[Post 0/11

Restricted entry

Increased number of undocumented
Growing backlash among citizens and
In Congress

Discrimination both legal and personal

Vigilantism

Local policing
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[Forms of Immigration

Documented
Green cards
Visa

Undocumented

ndividuals who stay beyond visa limits or
et green cards lapse

ndividuals who sneak across borders
Trafficked individuals
Smuggled individuals
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The Business of Trafficking
[and Smuggling

Current restrictions open the
flood gates for unprincipled,
opportunistic people or groups
to exploit people

From organized crime syndicates

To individual and “Mom and Pop”
activities
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[Distinctions

Trafficking — a person is trafficked if
she/he agrees under false pretenses
to relocate for employment reasons
and Is forced into involuntary forms of
labor

Smuggling — a person Is smuggled if
she/he seeks and pays for assistance
to cross borders without documents,
but Is allegedly free once arriving in
the new country .



[Legal Distinctions Blurr

Often the same network of people both
traffic and smuggle

Often the person on arrival is forced
Into involuntary work conditions as a
means of continuing profit for the
smuggler or to pay for her/his passage

Likewise, many people who migrate on
their own end up in involuntary forced
labor for lack of resources
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[Forced/lnvoluntary Labor

Analysis of trafficking brings the issue
of forced labor back into view

Viewing the issue as forced labor
allows for new forms of analysis,

options for policy and campaign focus



Forced Labor

Definition
A work or service exacted under menace of
penalty or harm

A work undertaken involuntarily

Most countries identify forced labor as a
crime

Forced labor is a severe violation of human
rights and a restriction on human freedom
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Elements of Forced Labor

Loss of rights and
privileges
Threats of violence
To the laborer
To her/his family

Denouncing laborer to
authorities

Control of Income
Non-payment of wages
Threats of dismissal
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[Kinds of Forced Labor

Slavery or slave-like practices
Debt bonded
Indentured servant

Forced begging, drug dealing, military
service (often children)

Forced overtime and withheld wages

Confiscation of identity papers and
restriction on freedom of movement



|

Common Sites of Forced
Labor

Agriculture and food processing
Construction

Domestic Workers

Sex industry

Restaurants

Assembly plants

Garment and textile workers
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[Economic and Sexual Exploitation

Sexual exploitation of women and
children is the most morally
reprehensible form of forced labor

Economic exploitation of women, men
and children is the most wide spread

The world market for cheap labor far
exceeds the market for cheap sex

Forced labor frequently entalls sexual
violence and vice-versa
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ILO Minimum Estimates of
[Force Labor — Global

Exact figures are difficult to calculate because
trafficking is illegal and hidden

2.4 million women, men and children are
victims of forced labor yearly

1.4 million are in commercial sex work

/.6 hundred thousand are economically
exploited

6 hundred thousand are in mixed
commercially and sexually exploited
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[Statistics on Forced Labor

32% are economically exploited — farm
workers, sweat shops, domestic
servants, bus boys, etc.

413% are sexually exploited
25% In mixed forms of exploitation —
Economic and sexual exploitation
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Breakdown According to Sex

Economic Exploitation
44% men and boys

~100.00%;
56% women and girls
_ 80.00%-
Commercial sexual
o 60.00%
exploitation |
40.00%
2% men and boys
i 20.00%-
98% women and girls
0.00%-

Ecomonic Exploitation Commercial Sexual
Exploitation

[TMen/Boys B Women/Girls
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[Exploitation of Women

Women and girls make up the
largest percentage in both
economic and sexual exploitation

Women carry the greatest burden of
poverty in the world

Women and girls have fewer
opportunities, lack access to resources,
and continue to be discrimination against
In the labor field
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[Exploitation con't

Responsiblility for care of the family

Culturally acceptable discrimination
against women and girls is the root
cause of women’s poverty and
exploitation

Unequal distribution of authority In
the household, society, work place,
religion and other cultural settings
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[U.S. Immigration Debate

Catholic Social Teaching

“Regardless of their legal status,
migrants, like all persons, possess
Inherent human dignity that should be
respected. Often they are subject to
punitive laws and harsh treatment from
enforcement from both receiving and
transit countries.”

Strangers No Longer: Together on a Journey of Hope
The Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the U.S. 2003
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[CST con't

“The Church recognizes the right of a
sovereign state to control its border In
furtherance of the common good. It
also recognizes the right of human
person to migrate so that they can
realize their God-given rights.”

Strangers No Longer: Together on a Journey of Hope
The Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the U.S., 2003
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CST con't

“In the current condition of the world, In
which global poverty and persecution
are rampant, the presumption is that
persons must migrate in order to
support and protect themselves and
that nations who are able to receive
them should do so whenever
possible.”

Strangers No Longer: Together on a Journey of Hope
The Catholic Bishops of Mexico and the U.S., 2003 31



[ Conclusions

Trafficking, smuggling and forced labor
In all forms

Are contrary to both human dignity and
human rights

All persons trafficked, smuggled and In
forced labor must have their human rights
restored and protected

Just immigration reform and adequate
response to trafficked, undocumented
and forced labor is a nation priority
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[Reflection Questions

What new insights have you had today?

How could the trafficking and forced labor
guestion be addressed through a more open
system of migration?

How can we continue to unmask the deep
and abiding discrimination against women
and girls in our highly sexualized culture?

What are your questions/observations?
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